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these towns included 427 which were referred to the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases, against 419 and 344 in the
two preceding weeks ; of these 1C4 resulted from
measles, 102 from diarrhoea, 96 from whooping-cough,
72 from diphtheria, 27 from " fever " (principally enteric),
24 from scarlet fever, and two from small-pox. No fatal
case of any of these diseases occurred last week in Norwich ;
in the other towns they caused the lowest death-rates in
Portsmouth, Bolton, Preston, Bradford, and Leeds, and the
highest rates in Cardiff, Derby, Sheffield, and Gateshead.
The greatest mortality from measles occurred in Derby,
Oldham, Sunderland, and Newcastle; from whooping-cough
in Derby, Burnley, Sheffield, and Gateshead ; from fever "
in Huddersfield and Wolverhampton ; and from diarrhoea in
Blackburn, 5heeld, and Gateshead. The mortality from
scarlet fever showed no marked excess in any of the

large towns. The 72 deaths from diphtheria included
26 in London, nine in Leicester, five in Cardiff, five in
Salford, and five in Sheffield. One fatal case of small-

pox was registered last week in Liverpool and one in

Oldham, but not one in any other of the 33 large towns.
There were 17 cases of small-pox in the Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals on Saturday last, July 14th, against
16 and 17 at the end of the two preceding weeks;
four new cases were admitted during the week, against
eight and four in the two preceding weeks. The
number of scarlet fever patients in these hospitals
and in the London Fever Hospital at the end of the
week was 1861, against numbers increasing from 1754
to 1843 in the five preceding Saturdays ; 208 new cases

were admitted during the week, against 219, 210,
and 229 in the three preceding weeks. The deaths referred
to diseases of the respiratory organs in London, which had
declined from 268 to 140 in the five preceding weeks,
.rose again to 160 last week, but were 26 below the
corrected average. The causes of 34, or 1-0 per cent.,
of the deaths in the 33 towns were not certified either
by a registered medical practitioner or by a coroner. All
the causes of death were duly certified in Bristol, Leicester,
Nottingham, Hull, and Newcastle ; the largest proportions of
uncertified deaths were registered in Brighton, Birmingham,
and Liverpool. 

-

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 17-9 and 17-7 per 1000 in the two preced-
ing weeks, further declined to 17’2 per 1000 during the week i
ending July 14th, but was 1’6 per 1000 above the mean rate
during the same period in the 33 large English towns. The
rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 10’6 in Leith and
.5&deg;1 in Aberdeen to 18 in Edinburgh and 20’S in Dundee.
The 533 deaths in these towns included 23 which were

referred to diarrhoea, 21 to whooping-cough, 17 to measles,
seven to scarlet, fever, four to diphtheria, one to small-pox,
and not one to "fever." In all 73 deaths resulted from these
principal zymotic diseases, against 83 and 85 in the two
preceding weeks. These 73 deaths were equal to an annual
rate of 2’4 per 1000, which was 0’5 per 1000 above the mean
rate last week from the same diseases in the 33 large
English towns. The fatal cases of diarrhoea, which had
increased from 19 to 32 in the three preceding weeks, declined
again last week to 23, of which nine occurred in Glasgow,
five in Greenock, two in Edinburgh, two in Dundee, two in
Aberdeen, and two in Paisley. The deaths from whooping-
cough, which had been 26 and 22 in the two preceding
weeks, further declined to 21 last week, and included 12 in
Glasgow, two in Dundee, and two in Paisley. The
fatal cases of measles, which had risen from 14 to 20 in
the three preceding weeks, declined again last week to 17,
af which nine were registered in Glasgow, six in Edinburgh,
and two in Paisley. The deaths from scarlet fever,
which had been seven and four in the two preceding
weeks, rose again to seven last week and included five
in Glasgow. The fatal cases of diphtheria, which had been
two in each of the two preceding weeks, rose last week to
four, of which three occurred in Glasgow, where
the fatal case of small-pox was also registered. The
deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs
in these towns, which had been 97 and 72 in the
two preceding weeks, further declined last week to 71, but
exceeded by 18 the number recorded in the corresponding
period of last year. The causes of 35, or nearly 7 per
cent., of the deaths in these eight towns last week were not
eertified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 20-0 and 17’8 8
per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, rose again to 18 2
during the week ending July 14th. Daring the past
four weeks the death-rate in the city has averaged
18’5 per 1000, the rate during the same period being
13-9 in London and 17-1 in Edinburgh. The 122
deaths belonging to Dublin registered during the week
under notice were three in excess of the number in
the preceding week, and included eight which were

referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against three
and six in the two preceding weeks ; of these, four
resulted from whooping-cough, three from "fever," and
one from diarrhoea. These eight deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 1’2 per 1000, the zymotic death-rate during the
same period being 1-8 in London and 1-9 in Edinburgh. The
fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had been one, two,
and three in the three preceding weeks, further rose to four
last week. The deaths referred to "fever," which bad been
two, nil, and one in the three preceding weeks, rose last
week to three. The 122 deaths in Dublin last week included
16 of infants under one year of age and 28 of persons aged
upwards of 60 years ; the deaths of infants showed a
decline, while those of elderly persons exceeded the number
recorded in the preceding week. Eight inquest cases and
five deaths from violence were registered ; and 60, or nearly
one-half, of the deaths occurred in public institutions. The
causes of two, or 1’7 per cent., of the deaths in the city
last week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.

Deputy-Inspector - General H. T. Cox is appointed to
Plymouth Hospital.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

During the absence on leave of the Principal Medical ‘

Officer in Ireland till August 4th his duties will be performed
by Lieutenant-Colonel F. G. Adye-Curran. Surgeon (on
probation) A. D. Jameson has arrived in London for tempo-
rary duty. Major F. M. Baker, from half-pay, to be Major,
with precedence next below Major S. C. B. Robinson, vice
J. Minniece, deceased. Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel James
Flood retires on retired pay on account of ill-health.
Temporary Lieutenant George Black. Surgeon-Lieutenant
2nd Volunteer Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment, is

granted the temporary rank of Captain whilst employed in
South Africa.

INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES.
The Queen has approved of the promotion of Lieutenant-

Colonel John Thomas Brownrigg Bookev, Bengal Establish-
ment, to Colonel. Her Majesty has also approved of the
retirement from the service of the undermentioned officers :-
Bengal Establislaraent Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Joseph
McCartie, Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis Wood Deane Comins,
and Lieutenant-Colonel John Francis Tuohy. 

‘

VOLUNTEER CORPS.
Submarine Miners : The Severn Division: John David

Williams to be Surgeon-Lieutenant. Rifle 1st Volunteer
Battalion the King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment):
Captain Richard John Morris resigns his commission and is
appointed Surgeon-Lieutenant. 2nd Volunteer Battalion the 

‘

Royal Scots Fusiliers: Surgeon-Lieutenant W. Roxburgh to be
Surgeon-Captain. lst Volunteer Battalion the Northampton-
shire Regiment:’ Surgeon-Captain E. P. Dickin resigns his
commission. 1st Volunteer Battalion the Gordon High-
landers : John Farquhar Christie to be Surgeon-Lieu-
tenant. 24th Middlesex: Surgeon-Captain J. D. Grant to
be Surgeon-Major.

TRANSVAAL WAR NOTES.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kenny, R.A.M.C., Major Tuke,
R A.M.C., Major Blenkinsop, R.A.M.C., and Major
Hathaway, R.A.M.C., left Cape Town invalided in the
Aurania on July 7th for England.
We understand that ’the Sick and Wounded Officers’

Surgical and Medical Aid Committee, originally formed to
provide medical and surgical aid for those who have suffered
in South Africa, are equally prepared to render assistance to
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officers returning home from other theatres of war. Applica-
tions should be addressed to the Hon. Arthur Brodrick at

Hampden House.
The Times announces that in connexion with Princess

Christian’s Homes of Rest for Discharged Soldiers and
Sailors now in course of erection at Bisley, Her Majesty the
Queen has been graciously pleased to endow two beds, their
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York endow one
bed for a soldier or sailor, her Royal Highness Princess
Christian of Schleswig-Holstein one bed for the King’s Royal
Rifles, and their Highnesses Princess Victoria of Schleswig-
Holstein and Princess Aribert of Anhalt a bed for a

Greenjacket."
The following steamships have arrived at Southampton

carrying invalids and wounded men from South Africa.
The Kildonan Castle arrived on July llth and the Dunera on
July 12th. From the former 100 patients were admitted at
the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley, and from the latter 11
cases. Only the severe cases were sent to Netley, the
remainder being sent on to other stations. At Netley eight
wards are now full of patients suffering from enteric fever.
Major A. S. Rose is in medical charge of the hospital ship

Avoca which left Southampton for South Africa on July 18th.
Lieutenant Morris, R.A.M.C., has left England for duty

in South Africa.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMISSION.
This matter has now been definitely settled and the com-

mission has been increased from three to five by the addition
of two lay members with undeniable business qualifications.
An objection was raised from the first to one of the
three eminent names submitted by the Government. It is
absurd to suppose that a man of the high personal character
and integrity of Professor Cunningham will not bring to the
work a perfectly unbiased judgment ; it would be an insult
to him to suppose otherwise. It is rather on the score of his
scientific attainments in a special direction that we ventured
to think that a man of far less scientific reputation might
have proved better adapted and more useful for conducting
such an investigation. We think, too, that the commission
will, in the first instance, have to learn its business from
the evidence that will be brought before it, and that
for various practical reasons it would have been well if it
had someone at hand well versed in military systems.
There was no reason why such an individual should have
taken part in the deliberations of the commission or signed
its report. But it has been ruled otherwise. We may call
our readers’ attention to an article in the Standarrl of
July 18th on the subject of this commission.

DEATHS IN THE SERVICES.

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel William Wellington Lake,
M.M.S.C., Volunteer Company Royal Army Medical Corps,
at Bloemfontein of Bright’s disease, on July 13th. Educated
at St. Thomas’s Hospital, he was admitted a Licentiate of
the Royal College of Apothecaries in 1876, and a Member of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1877. In 1898
he was appointed surgeon-major of the Militia Medical Staff
Corps and volunteered for service and went to South Africa
with the Volunteer Company of the Royal Army Medical
Corps in the early part of this year. For active service in
the Md as a surgeon in the Ottoman army he received the
medal and the fourth class of the Medjidieh for his services
during the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-8. Mr. Wellington
Lake held many public appointments, among them being
those of deputy coroner for West Surrey and medical officer
of health for the Guildford and Woking districts of the same
county.

THE ASHANTI CAMPAIGN.

With so many other and bigger matters on hand in China
and South Africa it is not surprising that recent events in
Ashanti and the little campaign for the relief of Kumasi
have been comparatively lost sight of. But there has been
a fine exhibition of British courage, endurance, and skilful
management of late in this very unhealthy and malarious
part of the world. What with the fighting with savages and
fever, short rations, flooded districts, and trying marches
there must have been a good number of wounded and a
great deal of sickness, and the wonder is whether medical
aid, quinine, and ’suitable or even sufficient food for the
sick were obtainable. It seems to be nearly certain, how-
ever, that Colonel Willcocks has succeeded in relieving the
hard-pressed garrison at Kumasi.

LEAN’S ROYAL NAVY LIST.

Lean’s Royal Navy List, published by Messrs. Witherby

and Co., 326, High Holborn, and 4, Newman’s-court, Corn-
hill, price 7s. 6d., is so well known and is of such practical
utility that scarcely anything is required but a reminder to
our readers that a new issue is ready. We note, however,
that the July issue of this quarterly " complete encyclopaedia
of our first line of defence," which is now ready, includes
the war and meritorious services in South Africa of naval
officers connected with that campaign.

THE ORDER OF THE MEDJIDIEH.

The Queen has given her Royal authority that Major
Richard Hugh Penton, D.S.O., R.A.M.C., may accept and
wear the insignia of the Imperial Ottoman Order of the

Medjidieh (third class) conferred by His Highness the
Khedive of Egypt, authorised by His Imperial Majesty the
Sultan of Turkey in recognition of service in the Soudan
during the year 1899.

MILITARY HOSPITAL, DEVONPORT.
280 invalid soldiers arrived at the Military Hospital,

Devonport, on July 14th, and 350 were disembarked at
Plymouth subsequently.

Correspondence.

FACTORY GIRLS’ COUNTRY HOLIDAY
FUND.

To the. Editors of THIll LANCET.

SiBS,&mdash;We again beg for the powerful aid of the press on
behalf of the Factory Girls’ Country Holiday Fund. Owing
to the liberal help of the public we were able last year to
give a country holiday of a week or more to 2200 working
girls and women employed in all parts of London in factories
and workshops. So many are again waiting to go that we
are compelled to make a very urgent appeal for funds.
Many of these toilers know nothing of the delights of country
life and surroundings. Those who have been away appreciate
the change and rest more every year and for months save a
few pence weekly out of their scanty earnings towards their
expenses ; .S515 were contributed by them in this way last
year. They are sent to the seaside and to country villages,
and the greatest care is taken in making all arrangements
for their holiday. The cottagers with whom they are boarded
and the ladies, clergy, and others who look after them during
their stay do their utmost to give them a happy holiday ; i
the cottagers in many cases beg to have the same visitors
year after year. When it is remembered that many of the girls
are little more than children of 14 years of age and upwards,
spending the best part of their lives in hot crowded factories,
and that in many cases they are in large measure the bread-
winners of the family, we feel sure that their claim for a
short holiday in fresh air and country surroundings with free-
dom from daily toil and worry will not be disregarded.

We are, Sirs, yours obediently,

(Signed)

M. LONDIN, 
EDW. ROFFEN,
BEATRICE B. TEMPLE,
G. F. BRISTOL,
E. GARRETT ANDERSON, M.D. Paris,
FRANK LLOYD,
H. ADLER, Chief Rabbi,
BDWAED CANNEY,

Chairman of the Executive Committee.
MARGARET A. WYATT,

S. Peter’s Rectory, Saffron Hill, Honorary Treasurer.
London, E.C., aJuly 12th, 1900.

THE NEED FOR REFORM IN DEATH
REGISTRATION.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,&mdash;A few weeks ago the vestry of Plumstead addressed
a letter to the Westminster vestry informing them that in the
Plumstead registration district almost 3’5 per cent. of the
deaths were uncertified either by a medical practitioner
or by a coroner. As this seemed a large percentage
of uncertified deaths in one district alone I took some
trouble in finding out how the law stands at pre-
sent and how its provisions are carried out. At the
outset I was appalled to discover that it is apparently


